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Newington Public Schools 

 

Welcome to the Academy of Aerospace and Engineering at John Wallace Middle 

School.  I am excited to begin your first year in the Academy with you. I am sure 

that your year will be productive and rewarding.  Please familiarize yourself with the 

contents of this handbook. It outlines the rules, regulations, and procedures all 

students are expected to follow in order to ensure a safe, cooperative learning 

environment. If you have any questions and cannot find the answer in the 

handbook, please feel free to contact me.  

 

I look forward to a great year and working with you, 

Mr. Bryan Holmes, Program Leader 

Academy of Aerospace and Engineering 

John Wallace Middle School 

71 Halleran Drive 

Newington, CT 06111 

(860) 667-5888 ext. 3-703 

bholmes@npsct.org  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:bholmes@npsct.org
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Academy Introduction 

The Academy of Aerospace and Engineering at John Wallace Middle School will offer seventh 

and eighth grade students learning experiences among various aerospace professions, from 

pilot to astronaut to aerospace engineer. The curriculum will be rigorous, innovative, and 

relevant to today's world. It will emphasize problem-based learning and problem-solving skills, 

and it will develop students' collaboration and critical thinking abilities. Students will explore 

and research aerospace topics in depth, such as aeronautics, the aerospace environment, 

aerospace physiology, air navigation, and the physics and operation of spacecraft. The academy 

is designed for students who have a passion for science, math, and innovation, plus a strong 

interest in flight and space exploration. The academy’s focus is to foster student interest in 

pursuing a career in the field of aerospace or engineering in general. There will be more course 

offerings in the future with the opening of the Aerospace Academy at the High School after 

2016.  

 

Academy Mission Statement 

 

The mission of the Academy of Aerospace and Engineering is to guide students to think 

critically and creatively, to care about their community, to develop a sense that their 

opinion and ideas matter, and that each of them can make a difference.  

 

To achieve this mission, we work and learn collaboratively, provide a rigorous and 

integrated curriculum with an aerospace focus, and have teachers who maintain high 

expectations and a shared belief that all students can learn.  

 

John Wallace Middle School Mission Statement 

 

The John Wallace Middle School Family values Preparation, Respect, Integrity, 

Determination, and Excellence (P.R.I.D.E.) in helping students become lifelong learners in 

the 21st Century. We embrace the unique characteristics of middle school students and 

foster their development to successfully transition from the elementary level to the high 

school.  By creating relevant educational opportunities for a diverse student body, 

building strong relationships with every student, and providing rigorous learning 

experiences, all students will reach their fullest potential. 
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Beliefs and Philosophy  

 

The academy program is designed to encourage and prepare students for a wide range 

of professions by emphasizing skills in decision-making, problem-solving, verbal and 

written communication. The goals of the program are to develop students’ leadership 

abilities and attitudes towards their academic and future career goals; to create 

community awareness and responsibility for citizenship; and to establish an ongoing 

partnership with local businesses, agencies, aerospace organizations, and universities. 

 

The Academy of Aerospace and Engineering students will follow an intensive and 

integrated program emphasizing science, technology, engineering, and mathematics with 

an aerospace theme to prepare them to be highly competitive in the fields of aerospace 

and engineering. 

 

Academy Application and Admission 

  

Eligibility 

 

All students entering into 7th grade are eligible to apply. Students are selected to the 

academy by a lottery process. The lottery also determines the order of the waiting list. If 

a space becomes available in the academy after the applications have closed, the first 

student on the waiting list will be notified of the opening, and will have 48 hours to 

accept the space. If the space is not accepted within that time period, it will be offered 

to the next student on the waiting list. In the unusual event a student leaves the 

Academy later in the school year, students may be pulled from the waitlist on a case by 

case basis. 

 
 

Withdrawal 

 

The Academy of Aerospace and Engineering is a two-year program.  We expect students 

to make a two-year commitment to this program. If a student is unhappy in the 

academy, the parent/guardian should contact Mr. Bryan Holmes, Program Leader, to set 

up a meeting to discuss the matter and develop a resolution. If these parties cannot 

resolve the issue, the student may return to his/her regular school program. 
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Academy Expectations 

 

General 

Academy students will demonstrate: 

● Conscientious academic effort by regularly completing assignments and by participating 

constructively in lessons, activities, etc. 

● An interest and aptitude in math and science and be inquisitive about the natural world 

● Self-motivation, ability to work cooperatively with others, solve problems creatively, and 

enjoy hands-on activities 

 

Academic  

Academy students will demonstrate: 

● Critical thinking and problem solving  

● Proficiency in the use of electronic media and current technological tools  

● The ability to evaluate and analyze information and informational sources  

● Effective literacy and communication skills through reading, writing, speaking and 

listening  

● Knowledge and appreciation of history, culture and current events  

● An understanding of basic mathematical and scientific concepts, processes, and 

applications  

● An understanding of the information and skills that result in personal wellness  

 

Social  

Academy students will demonstrate: 

● PREPARATION for school to become independent learners. 

● RESPECT for others, for themselves, and for their school and community. 

● INTEGRITY in all their actions. 

● DETERMINATION to keep trying and to focus on mastering what they learn. 

● EXCELLENCE in all they do. 

 
 

Behavior/Discipline  

 

Behavior issues will be dealt with on an individual basis. Due to the academy’s extended day, 

disciplinary action may be non-traditional. For example, a student may have to write a reflection 
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on his/her inappropriate behavior and discuss it with the teacher or he/she may lose the 

privilege of attending a field trip. 

 
 

Delayed Opening/Early Dismissal (Non-Scheduled) 

 

Should weather conditions delay the opening of school or have students dismissed early:  

 

1. Students will follow the same delayed opening procedures as John Wallace Middle 

School. For example, if there is a 90-minute delay, students will go to their bus stop 

an hour and a half later than they usually would. The academy will dismiss at 4:00 

pm.    

 

2. If school has early dismissal due to inclement weather, students will follow the same 

procedures as John Wallace Middle School. 

 
 

Early Release Days  

 

NPS has designated one or two days in each month as an early release day to allow for 

professional development among our certified staff. On those days, the academy will conclude 

at 1:20pm with the rest of the school.  Lunch is served on early release days with the exception 

of the last day of school.  

 

Field Trips 

 

Field trips are excellent opportunities to enhance students’ learning. Academy students will 

participate in many field trips to places such as airports, aerospace facilities, and science 

museums. Students are expected to behave in an appropriate, respectful manner. Any student 

who cannot comply with the expectations will not be allowed to participate. 
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Group Work 

 

Due to the nature of a lab setting, students will be required to work in small groups and /or 

with a partner. The academy teacher will assign students to groups. Students will be graded on 

individual aspects and contributions to each project. Every student is expected to contribute to 

the group effort. Safety is always our highest priority and any student working in an unsafe 

manner will be removed from group work immediately and counseled.  

 
 

Home-School Communication  

 

If you have a question at anytime, please email the appropriate academy teacher or call John 

Wallace Middle School, (860) 667-5888 and leave a message. Emails or phone messages will be 

answered within 24 hours. To maintain regular communication with parents, an academy 

website will be updated on a regular basis to highlight exciting and educational activities within 

the Academy of Aerospace and Engineering. Parents/Guardians are also welcome to visit the 

academy, but please coordinate your visit first with Mr. Holmes. When arriving for your visit, 

please report directly to the Main Office to sign in and receive a visitor's badge.  

 

NOTE: Parents with experience in the aerospace or engineering fields are welcome to be guest 

speakers or to serve as mentors for student competitions. Please contact Mr. Holmes if you 

would like to help. 

 

Grading Policies  

 

In general, academy students are graded under all of the same policies as other students at 

John Wallace Middle School. Some unique aspects of the academy are the emphasis on 

problem-based learning and mastery of a concept or skill. The course syllabus for each class will 

explain grading policies for that class in detail. The academy teacher will be in close contact 

with the parent/guardian of any student having any difficulty in a class. All students are 

expected to succeed and to receive grades reflecting their mastery of the curriculum. 

Under certain circumstances such as a lengthy excused absence, a student may receive an 

incomplete for one or more of his/her grades.  lf this should occur, the student has three 

weeks from the close of the marking period to make up any missed work. At the end of three 

weeks, the incomplete will be converted to a permanent letter grade. 
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Lockers  

 

Academy students will have an assigned locker located in the hallway outside of their home 

room. They will be given a combination lock for their locker that will need to be returned at the 

conclusion of the school year. 

 
 

Report Cards 

Report cards are issued quarterly in November, February, April and June.  Parent-teacher-

student conferences are held in November and March, per the district and John Wallace Middle 

School calendars. 

 

Snacks 

Since the academy will be running on an extended day schedule, students may bring a healthy 

snack and a bottle of water with them. The teacher will establish a daily snack time. 

 
 

Supply List 

 

Per Newington Public Schools district policy, students are not required to purchase any specific 

supplies. It is recommended students come to school with the ability to take notes in each 

class. If students need a notebook, they should talk with their teachers. Students in the 

academy will keep two binders of work in the academy, one for labs and one for engineering 

design projects, and the academy will supply these binders.   

 
 

Technology 

 

Due to the ever-changing field of science, we believe that using technology is a priority for 

students to fully engage in learning and research. Students will be trained to use any 

technology required for a class, and they will be expected to follow the appropriate school 

technology policies and procedures. Students in the academy will be issued and will use the 

same Chromebooks as other students in John Wallace Middle School. 
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Internet Usage 

  

The Academy of Aerospace and Engineering adheres to all guidelines expressed in the 

Newington Public Schools Students Acceptable Use Policy. No student will be allowed to 

utilize any technology until the policy is signed by the student and his/her 

parent/guardian. 

 

Transportation 

 

Students of the Academy of Aerospace and Engineering are also students of John Wallace 

Middle School, regardless of their previous middle school before 7th grade. Therefore, all 

students will take the bus to/from John Wallace Middle School from/to their homes.  

 

The school district may make modifications to bus run assignments or bus routes during the 

course of the school year. Reconfiguration of bus routes occurs to ensure that students 

arrive to school on time, recognizes changes in enrollment, or enhances the safety of 

student transportation. Concerns regarding transportation should be made to Mr. Alan 

Avery, Transportation Supervisor, at (860) 666-2441.  

 

Arrival/Dismissal 

 

For safety reasons, students should not arrive earlier than 7:50 a.m. Students will not be 

allowed in the building until 8:00 a.m. Dismissal is at 4:00 p.m. and any parent wishing to 

pick their child up, instead of having them ride the bus, will need to be here by that 

time. All students are to leave the building promptly.  

 

Walkers 

 

Since the academy ends at 4:00 pm, students who walk to school will be transported 

home via bus. Students will not be allowed to walk home without written permission 

from their parent/guardian. 

 
 


